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To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  Library: 

As  Director,  and  Librarian,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
my  report  for  the  year  July  1,  1978,  to  June  30,  1979. 

Significant  developments  of  this  year  fell  into  several 
categories:  establishment  of  better  balance  between 
local/ state/ federal  support  with  concerted  fund-raising 
efforts  in  the  federal  and  private  sectors;  continuation  of 
the  National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities  Learning 
Library  format  of  adult  education;  rehabilitation  of  the 
Research  Library  catalog;  planning  for  strengthened 
volunteer  support  from  the  Associates  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library  and  other  Friends'  groups;  adoption  of 
energy-efficient  measures  in  the  Central  Library  and 
branch  library  plants. 

FY  78/79  brought  the  final  year  of  the  National  En- 
dowment for  the  Humanities  Learning  Library  funding 
and  the  award  to  the  Library  of  an  NEH  Challenge 
Grant  to  be  matched  on  a  three- to-one  ratio.  The  design 
of  courses,  lectures,  and  programs  will  in  years  to  come 
proceed  on  a  permanent,  endowed  base — at  no  cost  to  the 
taxpayers. 

Another  source  of  major  funding  which  will  benefit  the 
Boston  taxpayer  and  Boston  scholar  is  the  U.S.  Office  of 
Education  which  this  year  awarded  the  Library  a  grant 
for  the  rehabilitation  —  editing,  updating, 
maintenance — of  the  research  catalog  so  that  more  than 
3,000,000  titles  will  ultimately  be  listed  on  microfiche; 
and,  in  January,  1981,  the  Boston  Public  Library  will 
move  to  a  computer-based  catalog  system.  These 
developments  are  in  line  with  the  forward  thinking  of  the 
national  scene — and  will  have  national/ international  im- 
plications for  scholars  as  well  as  benefits  for  local  Library 
patrons.  It  is  important  to  note  here  that,  in  its  receipt  of 
the  Higher  Education  Act,  Title  II  C  grant  from  the  U.S. 
Office  of  Education,  the  Boston  Public  Library  was  one 
of  only  twenty  U.S.  research  institutions  to  be  so 
honored,  and  that  only  two — one  of  them  Boston — are 
public  libraries. 

Side  by  side  with  its  major  activities  as  a  research  in- 
stitution, the  Boston  Public  Library  witnessed  an  active 
year  as  a  citizen-serving  center.  Details  of  such  service  are 
fully  developed  in  the  report  which  follows. 
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GENERAL  LIBRARY  SERVICES 

Service  to  patrons  was  expedited  by  the  availability  of 
the  Book  Catalog  and  Computer  Output  Microfilm 
Catalog  in  each  branch  and  Central  Library.  Through 
these  two  tools  patrons  have  immediate  access  to  the  com- 
plete circulating  holdings  of  the  Library.  The  full 
registration  file  of  borrowers  on  microfiche  and  complete 
"delinquency"  file  were  also  made  available  in  each 
branch  unit,  thus  expediting  registering  of  new  borrowers 
and  renewal  of  cards,  and  other  circulation  controls.  In 
the  General  Library  (and  in  the  Research  Library)  a 
Magazine  Index,  a  machine  similar  to  the  COM  Readers, 
was  installed  on  an  experimental  basis.  The  Magazine  In- 
dex includes  full  data  for  372  periodicals,  considerably 
more  periodicals  than  are  indexed  in  the  traditional  print 
resource,  the  Reader's  Guide  to  Periodical  Literature. 
The  usefulness — and  durability — of  the  Magazine  Index 
will  be  evaluated  in  the  months  to  come. 

Bookmobile  service  was  provided  this  year  with  only 
one  vehicle,  twenty  scheduled  stops,  and  delivery  of  close 
to  40,000  volumes.  The  service  to  nursing  homes  and 
elderly  residents  of  housing  projects  reached  more  than 
500  readers  at  seventy-six  stops.  This  year  the  Library 
made  a  trial  contact  with  the  Deer  Island  House  of  Cor- 
rection, too  recent  an  effort  to  make  an  assessment  at  this 
time. 

The  presence  of  large  numbers  of  patrons  in  both  the 
Central  Library  and  branch  libraries  was  attributable  to 
many  different  needs  and  motivations.  Circulation  of 
books  account,  of  course,  for  traditional  uses  of  the 
Library,  as  do  figures  tabulating  in-person  and  phone 
reference  queries.  But  increasingly,  the  Library  served  as 
a  center  of  program  activity,  of  lectures  and  symposia,  of 
discussion  groups.  This  type  of  activity  placed  the  library 
patron  in  the  role  of  listener,  learner,  or  participant  and 
accounted  for  an  attendance  of  74,039  people  at  4,801 
branch  library  programs  in  FY  78/79  and  an  estimated 
figure  of  program  attendance  in  the  Central  library  of 
more  than  75,000  people  at  more  than  700  programs.* 


*A  newly  instituted  reporting  system  provided  data  for  only  the  second  half — January  to 
June — part  of  the  Fiscal  Year. 
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Branch  library  programming  fell  into  many  formats, 
including  adult  discussion  groups,  art  and  craft  fairs, 
presentations  by  authors,  creative  writing  workshops, 
film  screening,  Never  Too  late  groups,  Parents'  Discus- 
sion groups,  poetry  reading,  puppet  shows,  slide  shows, 
story  hours,  and  summer  reading  clubs.  Many  library 
programs  were  made  possible  through  cooperative  spon- 
sorship with  community  groups  and  institutions.  From 
the  Whittier  Street  Health  Center  came  a  speaker  on  food 
and  nutrition;  the  New  England  Medical  Center  provid- 
ed an  expert  on  prescription  medicine;  a  language 
pathologist  came  from  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  to 
speak  on  language  development  in  preschool  children; 
the  Suffolk  County  Extension  Service  provided  a  speaker 
on  home  decorating;  from  Peace  Corps  experience,  a 
volunteer  discussed  international  adoptions;  a 
nurse/ member  of  Children  in  Hospitals,  Inc.  discussed 
her  area  of  service;  a  physician  made  a  presentation  to 
senior  citizens  on  arthritis.  Other  specialists  from 
cooperating  agencies  handled  such  subjects  as  biofeed- 
back; myths  about  aging;  the  tax  revolt  and  the  elderly. 
Library  lecture  halls  resounded  with  matters  timely  and 
significant.  Other  local  sources  of  speakers  were  the 
Boston  Afro- American  Artists  Association,  Boston  Edison 
Company,  Boston  Gas  Company;  Boston  Globe,  Boston 
Landmarks  Commission,  League  of  Women  Voters, 
Massachusetts  Heart  Association,  Lindemann  Mental 
Health  Center,  4-H  Clubs,  Massachusetts  Order  of  Sons 
of  Italy  in  America,  and  numerous  other  groups  and 
agencies. 

An  impressive  example  of  joint  programming  took 
place  in  the  Central  Library  with  the  showing  of 
"Jerusalem:  Sights  and  Sounds  of  the  Eternal  City," 
cosponsored  with  the  Consulate  General  of  Israel  in 
Boston  and  the  municipality  of  Jerusalem.  With  eight 
screens  and  a  computer  operating  sixteen  slide  projectors, 
the  unusual  program  unfolded  the  history  of  Israel's 
capital  from  the  time  of  David  to  the  present.  Technical 
problems  at  the  outset  of  the  experimental  screening  did 
not  dim  the  spectacular  impact  of  the  event. 

Many  programs  in  branch  and  Central  Libraries  were 
derived  from  or  inspired  by  Boston's  rich  ethnic/language 
diversity.  For  example,  Uphams  Corner  children  par- 


Boston  Public  Library  7 

ticipated  in  a  four-week  Spanish  Adventure  series  of 
stories,  music,  and  games;  and  the  Uphams  Corner 
Branch  also  sponsored  a  Black  Authors  series  of  book 
discussions  for  children.  Connolly  Branch's  Hispanic 
Women's  Group  sponsored  "Program a  Especial  Para 
Celebrar  la  Primavera."  Parker  Hill  Branch  held  a  food 
and  nutrition  lecture  series  in  Spanish  and  English.  East 
Boston  Branch  sponsored  "International  Food  Explora- 
tions." In  other  ethnic  celebrations,  the  Central  Library 
developed  a  month-long  Salute  to  Monaco  in  programs 
and  exhibits;  a  "Swiss  in  American  Life"  program  and  ex- 
hibit; and  a  series  of  Irish  programs  and  events.  In  the 
Central  Library  ethnic  tributes,  cosponsorship  was 
undertaken  with  local  consulates. 

Throughout  both  branches  and  the  Central  Library 
films  continued  to  add  a  vigorous  element  to  program- 
ming. There  were  After-School  Film  Festivals,  Fall 
Films,  Movie  Madness,  Friday  Films,  and  Summer 
Cinema.  The  fortieth  anniversary  of  the  preeminent  Na- 
tional Film  Board  of  Canada  was  observed  with  film  pro- 
gramming. Foreign  film  festivals  were  held  featuring  on 
different  occasions  German  classic  cinema  and  Egyptian 
films. 

Tours  continued  to  be  a  major  means  of  introducing 
groups  to  library  art,  architecture,  and  services.  For  ex- 
ample, the  Young  Adult  Department  of  the  General 
Library  gave  orientation  to  sixty-seven  school  classes, 
many  from  suburban  schools  including  Marlboro, 
Bourne,  Lynn,  Peabody,  and  Acton.  In  addition  to 
numerous  tours,  the  Children's  Department  offered 
library  instruction  and  book  talks  to  276  classes,  and  pro- 
vided twenty- five  story  hours,  sixty- five  preschool  hours, 
twenty- two  film  events,  and  forty-one  Saturday  celebra- 
tions as  well  as  six  programs  for  the  professional  com- 
munity. Cooperative  work  with  Boston  Schools  was  ac- 
tive in  both  children's  and  YA  services.  The  Associates  of 
the  Boston  Public  Library,  busy  in  past  years  in  conduc- 
ting tours,  plan  to  expand  their  service  in  FY  79/80. 

MAJOR    CENTRAL    LIBRARY    PROGRAMS    AND 
EXHIBITS 

In  its  fourth  year  as  a  Learning  Library,  supported  in 
part  by  funding  from  the  National  Endowment  for  the 
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Humanities,  the  Library  offered  significant  lecture  series 
and  programs.  The  several  sequences  touched  on  a  broad 
range  of  humanistic  themes. 

Drawing  on  the  expertise  of  scholars  affiliated  with  the 
Mary  Ingraham  Bunting  Institute  of  Radcliffe  College,  a 
course  on  "Woman  in  the  Modern  World"  added  a  par- 
ticularly timely  dimension  to  the  Learning  Library.  The 
eight- week  sequence  was  as  follows:  "Homes  without 
Kitchens,"  delivered  by  writer  Sylvia  Wright  Mitarchi; 
"A  Woman's  Life  and  a  Feminist  Vision:  Charlotte 
Perkins  Gilman,"  by  Ann  L.  Lane,  John  Jay  College  of 
Criminal  Justice,  City  University  of  New  York;  "The 
Single  Woman,  Then  and  Now,"  by  Lee  Virginia 
Chambers- Schiller,  University  of  Colorado;  "Work  in  the 
Life  of  Women,"  by  Mari  Jo  Buhle,  Brown  University; 
"Marriage  and/or  Career,"  by  Joyce  Antler,  Bunting  In- 
stitute; "Women  in  the  World  of  Science,"  by  Bonnie 
Spanier,  Wheaton  College;  "Growing  up  Female,"  by 
Ines  Maria  Talamantez,  University  of  California,  Santa 
Barbara. 

In  a  lighter,  poetic  vein  Boston  poet-essayist  David  Mc- 
Cord  offered  a  series  titled  "Poetry:  The  Unclimbed  Lad- 
der." As  McCord  perceives  it,  most  people  reach  only  the 
first  or  second  rung  in  their  enjoyment  and  appreciation 
of  poetry.  His  eight- week  sequence  was  designed  for  par- 
ticipants to  reach  higher — and  to  arrive  at  a  greater 
understanding  of  American  and  British  poetry  and  light 
verse  from  the  mid-nineteenth  to  the  mid-twentieth  cen- 
tury. 

Another  NEH  course  explored  the  Italian  genius  in 
painting,  sculpture,  architecture,  literature,  and  music. 
Coordinated  by  Dr.  Robert  L.  Bertolli;  Professor  of  Art 
and  Art  History,  Boston  State  College,  "Images  of  Italy" 
included  four  sessions  on  "The  Arts"  by  Dr.  Bertolli;  John 
Freccero,  Yale  University,  speaking  on  "The  Image  of 
Italy  from  Dante  to  Leopardi";  poet  John  Ciardi  on 
"Dante  as  a  Literary  Figure";  musician/lecturer  Maria 
Pia  Antonelli  on  "Italian  Music." 

In  an  eight-week  sequence  titled  "The  Shape  of  the 
Landscape  in  American  Literature,"  Cecelia  Tichi, 
Associate  Professor  of  English  at  Boston  University, 
turned  her  attention  to  Walt  Whitman,  James  Fennimore 
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Cooper,  George  Bancroft,  and  other  American  writers. 
Professor  Tichi  demonstrated  how  their  views  of  the  new 
world  landscape  emerged  in  print. 

The  Writer  in  Society  programs  in  the  National  En- 
dowment for  the  Humanities  Learning  Library  series 
brought  the  following  distinguished  biographers, 
historians,  literary  critics,  and  novelists  to  the  Library 
podium:  Richard  Yates  speaking  on  "The  Best  of 
Everything";  Gen.  James  M.  Gavin,  "On  to  Berlin";  Bar- 
bara Tuchman,  "The  Writing  of  History — My  Way";  "In 
Search  of  T.  E.  Lawrence"  by  John  Mack;  James 
McPherson,  "The  Black  Writer  in  American  Culture"; 
Tillie  Olsen  speaking  on  her  writing  and  philosophy; 
Justin  Kaplan,  "The  Naked  Self:  Looking  at  Literary 
Biography";  and  Helen  Vendler,  "Robert  Lowell  and  the 
Modern  Lyric." 

Annual  endowed  lectureships  and  symposia  again 
demonstrated  the  Library's  stance  as  a  center  of 
distinguished  scholarship.  In  the  seventh  annual  Maury 
A.  Bromsen  Lecture  in  Humanistic  Bibliography,  Dr. 
Herman  Liebaers  spoke  on  "Small  Talk  about  Great 
Books."  Dr.  Liebaers,  twice  President  of  IFLA  (Interna- 
tional Federation  of  Library  Associations),  is  presently 
Grand  Marshal  of  the  Royal  Court  of  Belgium. 

For  the  fourteenth  annual  Wiggin  Symposium  the 
theme  was  "The  Color  Revolution,"  a  close-up  view  of 
the  development  in  the  1890s  of  the  artist's  color 
lithograph.  Phillip  Dennis  Cate,  Director  of  the  Rutgers 
University  Art  Gallery,  and  Sinclair  Hitchings,  Keeper  of 
Prints,  used  slides  and  commentary  to  introduce  the  art 
form. 

The  sixth  annual  William  A.  Dwiggins  Lecture, 
cosponsored  with  The  Society  of  Printers,  was  delivered 
by  scholar/ author  Rollo  G.  Silver  on  Daniel  Berkeley  Up- 
dike and  the  Merrymount  Press. 

Many  musical  programs  were  offered  this  year  in- 
cluding a  contemporary  choral  program  performed  by 
Youth  Pro  Musica;  Simone  Pierrat,  cellist  from  Monaco, 
in  a  musicale  of  Edvard  Grieg  and  Louis  Abbiate;  a  sum- 
mertime performance  by  classical  guitarist  Jean-Marie 
Raymond;  Irish  and  classical  music  by  Colette  McGahon: 
a  sight/ sound  preview  of  Wagner's  Tannhauser.  A  high- 
point  in  choral  performance  was  reached  with  the  pro- 
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gram  of  the  Yale  Russian  Chorus  under  the  direction  of 
Steven  Lipsitt  singing  a  cappella  in  a  rendering  of  Russian 
and  East  European  music.  An  operatic  concert  brought 
together  soprano  Ruth  Harcovitz  and  tenor  William 
Cashman  in  a  popular  program  of  arias  and  duets. 

Jazz  was  the  vigorous  sound  pervading  another  series  of 
musical  programs,  this  time  cosponsored  with  the  Jazz 
Coalition.  In  a  salute  to  Boston  musicians,  past  and  pre- 
sent, the  jazz  series  included  a  week  of  seminars  as  well  as 
a  lecture-concert  by  composer  George  Russell  and  a 
recital  by  pianist  Jaki  Byard. 

EXHIBITS 

Continuing  to  play  a  dynamic  role  in  displaying  and  in- 
terpreting the  Library's  collections,  exhibits  assumed 
varied  and  fascinating  dimensions  in  both  the  Johnson 
and  McKim  buildings.  Major  exhibitions  in  the  Albert  H. 
Wiggin  Gallery  were  "The  Color  Revolution — Color 
Lithography  in  France,  1890-1900,"  which  brought 
together  prints  by  Toulouse-Lautrec,  Bonnard,  de  Feure, 
and  others,  all  demonstrating  the  early  history  of  color 
lithography;  "Twenty  Cities,"  showing  prints  from  the 
Library's  Holt  Collection  with  cities  of  the  Islamic  world 
as  subjects;  "The  Americans:  The  19th  Century,"  an  ex- 
hibition of  portraits  in  prints  which  captured  the 
character  of  Americans  in  the  fast-growing  U.S.  of 
1800-1900;  and  a  special  showing  of  drawings  by  F.  L. 
Griggs  on  the  occasion  of  the  Library's  reprinting  of 
Francis  Comstock's  book  A  Gothic  Vision:  The  World  of 
F.  L.  Griggs. 

In  other  major  exhibits  the  Library  focused  attention 
on  the  contributions  of  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural 
Society  and  the  art  of  landscape  gardening  in  this  century 
in  an  exhibit  titled  "Guardians  of  the  Gardens."  The 
centennial  anniversary  of  Radcliffe  College  was  observed 
in  the  display  "Radcliffe:  Her  Shining  Century."  Other 
exhibits  continued  the  Library's  tribute  to  national 
groups:  "Belgian  Panorama";  "Irish  Theatre,  Music  and 
Literature";  "Salute  to  Monaco";  "Swiss  in  American 
Life." 

Utilizing  modern  display  techniques  consisting  of 
translucent  multi-sided  modules,  the  prestigious  Oxford 
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University  Press  joined  with  the  Boston  Public  Library  in 
showing  outstanding  publications  on  the  occasion  of  the 
publisher's  500-year  anniversary. 

A  major  exhibit  and  interpretive  programs  were  spon- 
sored by  the  Associates  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  in 
their  continuing  role  of  supporting  the  goals  and  activities 
of  the  Library.  Walter  Kaufmann  spoke  on  "My  Aims  as 
a  Photographer."  The  Wiggin  Gallery  displayed  "Man's 
Lot,"  an  impressive  sequence  of  Kaufmann's  color 
photographs. 

RESEARCH  LIBRARY 

Priority  attention  this  year  was  accorded  the 
rehabilitation  of  the  Research  Library  catalog  which 
handles  bibliographic  data  on  more  than  3,000,000  titles. 
The  editing  and  catalog  maintenance  phases  of  the  pro- 
ject proceeded  on  schedule  in  FY  78/79  and  should  be 
completed  in  the  fall  of  1980.  Photoreproduction  is 
scheduled  to  begin  in  1981.  Once  a  microfiche  edition  of 
the  catalog  is  achieved,  distribution  to  other  research 
libraries  will  be  undertaken  in  order  to  promote  resource 
sharing  on  a  regional  level. 

Activities  within  the  the  Social  Science  Department 
this  year  included  response  to  accelerated  phone  and  mail 
requests.  A  total  of  742  letters  were  handled — from  such 
places  as  Argentina,  Australia,  Northern  Ireland, 
Sweden,  and  West  Germany  seeking  data  on  such  mat- 
ters as  hospital  trains  in  France  during  World  War  I, 
Mother  Goose  in  Boston,  the  Salem  witchcraft  trials,  and 
treatment  of  the  insane. 

Similarly,  use  of  Kirstein  Business  Branch  has  increased 
after  the  near-cessation  of  branch  services  last  year. 
Dramatic  testament  to  the  pace  of  service  is  the  fact  that 
the  first-floor  service  center  responded  to  a  phone  call 
every  3.8  minutes,  and  an  in-person  question  received  at- 
tention within  the  Business  Branch  every  2.6  minutes. 

In  addition  to  ongoing  service  this  past  year,  the 
Science  Reference  Department  was  involved  in  several  in- 
dividual and  departmental  projects:  Marilyn  McLean 
worked  on  an  Index  of  Massachusetts  Inventors;  Judith 
Friedman  examined  materials  for  possible  inclusion  in  a 
new  edition  of  SPARKS  (Science  Projects:  Avenues  of 
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Research  and  Keys  to  Science);  staff  worked  on  pro- 
grams, exhibit,  and  an  annotated  reading  list  for  a  six- 
part  lecture  series  "Cataclysms  in  Nature,"  cosponsored 
with  Weston  Observatory  and  the  greater  Boston 
Chapter  of  the  American  Meteorological  Society. 
Speakers  in  the  series  were  Thomas  Fair  and  Ira  Bartfeld 
(National  Weather  Service) ;  Robert  Kates  (Clark  Univer- 
sity); James  Skehan  (Weston  Observatory);  Daniel 
LInehan  (formerly  Weston  Observatory) . 

Coordinator  of  the  Science  Reference  Department, 
Suzanne  Gray,  again  represented  the  Library  at  the  Con- 
ference of  Patent  Depository  Libraries  at  the  U.S.  Patent 
Office. 

During  FY  78/79  the  Microtext  Department  saw  inten- 
sive activity  in  the  processing,  shelving,  and  servicing  of  a 
microfilm  collection  which  is  estimated  to  represent  more 
than  3,000,000  volumes.  A  continuous  flow  of  requests 
came  by  mail,  Interlibrary  Loan,  in-person,  and  phone 
for  photocopies  and  reference  data.  Important  additions 
of  microfilm  materials  included  Program  Notes  of  the 
Boston  Symphony  and  New  York  Philharmonic  Or- 
chestras; long  runs  of  late  nineteenth- and  early 
twentieth-century  women's  periodicals;  and  several  col- 
lections of  personal  papers  including  John  F.  Kennedy, 
Henry  Lewis  Stimson,  and  George  Washington  Carver. 

The  Newspaper  Room  pursued  an  accelerated  activity 
this  year  in  preserving  the  greater  Boston  press  and  the 
northern  New  England  ethnic  press.  The  Newspaper 
Room  continued  to  be  heavily  used  by  patrons  from  all 
walks  of  life — at  all  hours  of  the  day.  Service  included 
helping  patrons  use  current  papers  as  well  as  bringing 
newspapers  for  their  needs  from  storage  cupboard  and 
basement  areas  and  from  the  New  England  Deposit 
Library. 

The  Government  Document  Department  continued  a 
busy  acquisitions  policy,  and — as  a  service  center  and 
regional  depository  for  government  publications — sup- 
plied requests  for  a  total  of  50,914  items  and  responded  to 
8,228  reference  inquiries. 

The  Humanities  Reference  Department  demonstrated 
again  this  year  a  ready-responsiveness  to  questions  from 
library  patrons  with  a  total  of  36,134  inquiries  handled 


Boston  Public  Library  13 

by  the  department.  In  addition,  the  staff  participated  in 
mounting  exhibits,  conducting  tour  groups,  and  commit- 
tee assignments. 

Major  activity  in  the  Sound  Archives  this  year  was  in 
continuing  the  inventory  of  sound  archives  material.  The 
inventory  is  the  first  stage  in  a  process  which  will 
culminate  in  cataloging  a  collection  which  now  numbers 
184,573  items. 

The  holdings  of  the  Research  Library  grew  impressive- 
ly this  year  within  several  disciplines.  During  the  past 
year  several  important  collections  of  materials  came  to 
the  Fine  Arts  Department.  The  largest,  the  vertical  files 
from  the  former  Holm  an  Print  Shop  were  received  and 
have  now  been  completely  indexed.  The  Fine  Arts 
Department  also  acquired  a  diverse  collection  of 
nineteenth-century  Boston  exhibition  materials  which 
serves  not  only  to  fill  in  gaps  but  to  add  an  even  greater 
depth  to  this  already  strong  collection. 

The  well-known  artists  Harold  and  Marianna  Pineda 
Tovish  donated  their  entire  collection  of  ephemeral  ex- 
hibition materials  to  be  added  to  the  Boston  Artist  Ar- 
chives. This  fine  collection  spans  their  early  careers  in 
New  York  and  their  move  to  Boston. 

Notable  acquistions  for  the  Rare  Book  Department  in- 
clude Giovanni  Camillo  Glorioso's  De  cometis  dissertatio 
astronomico-physica  (Venetiis,  1624);  Hystoria  ec- 
clesiastica  by  Petro  de  Rivadeneira  (Lisbon,  1588);  Pom- 
ponius  Mela's  De  situ  orbis  (Paris,  1539) .  In  addition,  the 
Library  acquired  several  lots  of  Haitian  manuscripts  in- 
cluding letters  of  Toussaint  Louverture;  rare  items 
related  to  British  Guiana,  Venezuela,  and  the  Azores; 
and  a  collection  of  private  press  books.  A  magnificent  ac- 
quisition was  the  library  of  James  Buell  Munn,  eminent 
Harvard  Professor  of  English.  The  library  numbers  more 
than  25,000  volumes  of  which  more  than  450  titles  fall  in- 
to the  rare  book  category. 

BUILDINGS 

Emphasis  this  year  was  on  achieving  energy  efficiency 
in  heat  and  electricity  usage  in  Central  and  branch 
libraries.  At  this  time  no  conversions  of  heating  units 
were  undertaken. 
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As  part  of  a  long-range  beautification  plan,  the 
Trustees  this  year  adopted  a  gardening  design  for  the 
Central  Library  courtyard,  submitted  by  the  Garden 
Club  of  the  Back  Bay.  The  club  will  aid  the  Library  in 
supervising  removal  of  trees  and  implementation  of  the 
design. 

After  considerable  planning  and  attention  to  user 
needs,  plans  and  specifications  for  the  new  Lower  Mills 
Branch  Library  were  completed.  Construction  by  J.  P. 
Scully  is  scheduled  to  commence  no  later  than  October, 
1979.  Architects  are  Paul  J.  Carroll  and  Associates. 

VISITORS 

In  FY  78/79  almost  2,000,000  (1,920,000)  visitors 
entered  the  Central  Library  in  pursuit  of  their  diverse 
needs  and  interests.  Many  visitors  were  regular  patrons, 
others  fell  into  the  tourist  category,  still  others  were 
students  or  researchers.  Among  the  visitors  were  a 
librarian  from  the  New  Zealand  Department  of  Health;  a 
library  school  student  from  Norway  doing  her  internship 
at  medical  libraries  in  Boston;  the  Conservateur  de  la 
Reserve  des  Imprimes  of  France's  Bibliotheque  Na- 
tionale.  A  major  event  in  the  Library's  calendar  which 
brought  guests  from  throughout  the  U.S.  was  the  recep- 
tion tended  more  than  2,000  participants  in  the  ACRL 
(Association  of  College  and  Research  Libraries)  national 
conference.  The  McKim  and  Johnson  buildings  served  as 
reception  centers  for  the  guests.  Librarians  of  the  Boston 
Library  Consortium  joined  Boston  Public  Library  staff 
members  in  hosting  the  event. 

PUBLICATIONS 

This  year  the  Supplement  to  Medical  Books  for  the 
Layperson  by  Marilyn  McLean  was  published  by  the 
Library.  In  honor  of  the  publication,  the  Library  spon- 
sored a  special  program  in  which  Dr.  Mitchell  Rabkin, 
General  Director  of  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital,  spoke  on 
"Humanizing  the  Hospital:  Patients  Are  People,  Too." 

A  book  of  "best  seller"  dimensions  is  Elliot  Norton's 
Broadway  Down  East,  an  informal  account  of  the  plays, 
players,  and  playhouses  of  Boston  from  Puritan  times  to 
the  present.  The  handsome  volume  drew  praise  reviews 
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from  the  press  and  strongly  reinforces  the  Library's  stance 
as  a  publisher  of  merit.  Other  important  books  released 
by  the  Library  include  Painting  in  Boston,  1670  to  1970 
by  Patricia  Mullan  Burnham  and  Proceedings  of 
Children's  Books  International  IV. 

EASTERN  REGION 

Accomplishments  within  the  Eastern  Massachusetts 
Regional  Library  System  were  numerous  in  FY  79  and 
included:  sponsorship  of  workshops;  publication  of 
booklists,  film  lists,  purchasing  lists,  and  bookmarks;  and 
continuing  attention  to  other  concerns  of  libraries  within 
the  Eastern  Region. 

Some  thirty-four  libraries  borrowed  more  than  55,000 
books  through  interlibrary  loan  and  twenty-six  com- 
munities borrowed  more  than  500  films  during  the  year. 
More  than  2,300,000  people  viewed  the  57,099  films  bor- 
rowed from  the  Headquarters  Library  Audio- Visual 
Department  and  104,011  books  were  loaned  via  the 
Bookmobile/ Deposit  centers. 

BOSTON  LIBRARY  CONSORTIUM 

Programs  and  projects  under  the  aegis  of  the  Consor- 
tium were  energetic  and  diverse  during  FY  78/79.  They 
included  discussions  related  to  the  closing  of  the  catalog 
at  Library  of  Congress  and  adoption  of  AACR2;  compila- 
tion of  a  bibliography  of  recent  materials  on  catalog  use; 
planning  for  a  preservation  workshop  series;  library 
tours,  workshops,  and  staff  meetings,  notably  a  fourth 
Interlibrary  Loan  Workshop  and  a  series  of  meetings  and 
studies  on  automated  circulation  systems.  Two  major 
cooperative  acquisitions  were  approved  for  purchase: 
Crime  and  luvenile  Delinquency  and  Housing  and  Urban 
Affairs,  1965-1976.  An  important  publication  this  year 
was  "Beyond  Day  1:  The  Future  of  the  Catalog,"  the  four 
papers  derived  from  the  program  sponsored  by  the 
Cataloging  Committee. 

PERSONNEL 

A  tragic  loss  to  the  Boston  Public  Library  and  to  the 
city  as  well  were  the  deaths  of  Francis  Moloney,  Assistant 
Director  of  the  Library,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth,  struck 
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down  by  a  car  on  May  28.  Memorial  funds  were 
established  by  the  library  in  tribute  to  Mr.  Moloney.  In  a 
Boston  Globe  article  staff  writer  Tim  Dwyer  rightly 
called  Frank  Moloney  a  "walking  Boston  reference."  He 
was  indeed  an  authority  on  his  favorite  city. 

This  year  the  Library  suffered  the  loss  of  Marjorie  M. 
Gibbons,  Supervisor  of  Branch  Libraries  and,  like  Mr. 
Moloney,  a  dedicated  historian  of  Boston.  A  memorial 
fund  was  established  in  memory  of  Miss  Gibbons.  In  ad- 
dition, the  Mildred  Kaufman  Fund  was  created  as  a 
memorial  to  the  former  branch  librarian  of  Roslindale, 
the  income  to  be  used  for  purchase  of  materials  on  the 
dance.  The  CIVUS  OPTIMUS  Award  by  Charl-Marc 
Kitchens  was  given  posthumously  this  year  to  Mildred 
Kaufman,  and  a  handsome  plaque  signifying  this  award 
is  displayed  at  the  Roslindale  Branch. 

Gaynell  T.  Mathson,  former  branch  librarian  of 
Charlestown  and  South  Boston  Branches  died  this  year. 
At  the  time  of  her  passing  she  was  Director  of  the  Ab- 
ington  Public  Library. 

Retirements  from  the  Library  this  year  included  Mrs. 
Rita  M.  Dinneen  who  served  more  than  thirty- five  years 
at  Kirstein  Business  Branch,  twenty- three  years  as 
Business  Branch  Librarian;  Catherine  A.  Farrell,  Prin- 
cipal Accountant,  retired  after  more  than  thirty-five 
years  of  service. 

Appointments  this  year  included  Joseph  E.  Walsh  to 
the  position  of  Business  Branch  Librarian;  Laura  V. 
Monti,  Keeper  of  Rare  Books"  and  Manuscripts;  Martha 
Dukas,  Coordinator  of  Processing;  Mrs.  Geraldine  Her- 
rick,  Supervisor  of  Branches;  Rose  Moorachian,  Assistant 
Supervisor  of  Branches,  Brighton  area;  J.  Ron  Brown, 
Young  Adult  Literature  Specialist;  John  T.  Barrett, 
Branch  Librarian,  Charlestown. 

In  addition  to  their  work  assignments  many  staff 
members  represented  the  Library  at  professional  con- 
ferences and  meetings  and  made  other  contributions  as 
well.  Rose  Moorachian  continued  as  editor  of  the  "Adult 
Books  for  Young  Adults"  column  of  School  Library  Jour- 
nal. Serving  as  reviewers  for  the  column  were  J.  Ron 
Brown,  Kate  Waters,  Paula  Todisco,  Jane  Manthorne, 
Catherine  Clancy,  and  Mary  Jo  Campbell.  Ms.  Campbell 
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also  served  as  Program  Chairman  and  Vice-President  of 
the  Young  Adult  Services  Round  Table  of  the 
Massachusetts  Library  Association  and  member  of  the 
Executive  Board  of  ML  A. 

Tess  Cederholm  of  the  Fine  Arts  Department  was 
reelected  this  year  to  the  vice-presidency  of  the 
Massachusetts  Committee  for  the  Preservation  of  Ar- 
chitectural Records  and  to  a  fourth  term  as  a  director  of 
the  City  Conservation  League.  Ms.  Cederholm's  profes- 
sional activities  were  numerous  including  research  ac- 
tivities for  the  Boston  Landmarks  Commission,  a  guest 
radio  appearance  in  which  she  spoke  on  the  Boston  Ar- 
chitecture File,  and  delivery  of  several  lectures  on  art  and 
architectural  reference  and  resources  in  the  Boston  Public 
Library. 

J.  Ron  Brown,  Young  Adult  Specialist,  received  a  very 
special  assignment  this  year  from  Windham  High  School 
in  Willim antic,  Connecticut,  where  he  formerly  served  as 
media  specialist.  He  was  called  upon  to  deliver  the  com- 
mencement address  at  graduation  ceremonies.  His 
presentation  dealt  with  academic  learning,  ethics, 
values,  and  lifestyles. 

Other  staff  activities  included  participation  by  Ray- 
mond B.  Agler  in  an  all-day  workshop  for  Judaica 
libraries  at  Hebrew  College;  service  by  James  Lawton  on 
the  Local  Arrangements  Committee  of  the  Rare  Books 
and  Manuscripts  Section  of  ACRL  of  the  American 
Library  Association  and  on  the  1982  Boston  Convention 
Committee  of  the  Society  of  American  Archivists. 
Children's  Literature  Specialist  Irenemarie  Cullinane 
made  a  presentation  on  sharing  literature  with  children 
on  TV's  "First  4  News."  Suzanne  Gray  continued 
membership  on  the  Massachusetts  State  Science  Fair 
Committee  and  the  Reference  and  Subscription  Books 
Review  Committee  of  the  A.L.A.  Mrs.  Gray  and  George 
Castalazo  served  as  film  reviewers  for  AAAS  Science 
Books  and  Films.  Marilyn  McLean  was  a  speaker  at  an 
all-day  workshop,  "Medical  Information  and  the 
Layman,"  cosponsored  by  the  Maine  State  Library,  The 
Maine  Library  Association,  and  the  Health  Sciences  In- 
formation Cooperative  Meeting  at  Mid-Maine  Medical 
Center  in  Waterville.  Edwin  Sanford  continued  his  lee- 
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tures  on  the  genealogical  resources  of  the  Library,  this 
year  addressing  the  Boston  Stake  of  the  Mormon  Church, 
also  a  group  at  North  End  Branch  on  Italian  heraldry  and 
genealogy. 

This  year  of  significant  growth  in  Library  resources 
and  activities  has  been  made  possible  through  the  conti- 
nuing efforts  of  city  authorities,  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  the  staff. 

PHILIP  J.  McNIFF, 
Director,  and  Librarian. 
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BOSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
Table  1.     Circulation 
BOOK  CIRCULATION 


Fiscal  Fiscal  Fiscal 

1977  1978  1979 


Central  Library 1,022,244           848,320           809,992 

Adams  Street  63,404 

Allston 36,885 

Bookmobile  Service* 137,610 

Brighton 83,542 

Charlestown 44,846 

Codman  Square 24,520 

Connolly 29,349 

East  Boston 40,006 

Egleston  Square 24,392 

Faneuil 31,133 

Fields  Corner 76,174 

GroveHall 26,660 

HydePark 94,439 

Jamaica  Plain 48,939 

Lower  Mills 32,855 

Mattapan 21,937 

Mt.  Pleasant! 4,900 

NorthEnd 31,563 

Orient  Heights 26,691 

Parker  Hill 19,411 

Roslindale 85,056 

South  Boston 66,108 

South  End 27,702 

Uphams  Corner 60,781 

West  End 49,418 

West  Roxbury 125,667 

Hospital  Library  Service 22,664 

Total  Branches 1,218,372 

Total,  Entire  Library 2,378,226 


*  Suspended  service  March  30,  1977 — March  6,  1978. 

t  Branch  closed  October,  1976. 

X  System  of  tabulating  circulation  changed  to  conform  with  other  branch 

Libraries. 
§  Library  System  shut  down  February  6  to  12,  1978  (blizzard) 

Sunday  service  was  suspended  March  14,  1977  to  February  19,  1978. 


53,482 

57,470 

32,890 

28,976 

50,835 

37,445 

67,869 

68,606 

38,956 

41,658 

21,013 

33,247 

28,179 

28,231 

41,512 

41,524 

22,896 

23,218 

31,162 

30,924 

71,429 

69,334 

24,478 

25,419 

83,894 

88,090 

42,938 

45,968 

29,042 

30,185 

20,461 

18,288 

30,453 

28,500 

33,101 

31,345 

20,461 

19,475 

71,770 

70,652 

60,563 

57,906 

27,086 

24,986 

28,593t 

26,773 

44,131 

44,242 

115,211 

123,224 

19,457 

19,668 

,181,569 

1,195,973 

,979,054§ 

1,998,965 
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NON-BOOK  CIRCULATION 

Fiscal  Fiscal  Fiscal 

1977  1978  1979 

Films 45,417  48,916  57,096 

Recordings  and  Audio  Cassettes 130,367  70,072  61,871 

Totals  175,784  118,988*         118,967 

INTERLIBRARY  LOAN 

Books 21,0131  20,180  15,863 

Photocopies —  —  126,391 

Totals  21,013  20,180  142,254 

Table  2.     Growth  of  the  Library 
BOOKS 

General  Library: 

Volumes  added 130,974  176,573  117,944 

Volumes  withdrawn 45,628  8,987  18,337 

Total  on  hand 1,783,267       1,950,853       2,050,460 

Research  Library: 

Volumes  added 80,429  68,768  78,398 

Volumes  withdrawn 262  34  400 

Total  on  hand 2,453,097       2,521,831       2,599,829 

Total  Book  Stock 4,236,364       4,472,684       4,650,289 

*  Filmstrips,  slides,  and  video  tapes  did  not  circulate  during  FY78. 

T  Correction  of  total  figure  (39,258)  which  appeared  in  FY77  annual  report. 
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NON-BOOK  MATERIALS  ON  HAND 


Fiscal 
1977 


Fiscal 
1978 


Fiscal 
1979 


Films 

Film  strips 

Recordings 

Cassettes 

Lantern  slides 

Negatives  

Pictures 

Postcards 

Prints  and  drawings 
Projected  books  .  .  . 

Microcards 

Microfiche  (sheets) . 
Microfilm  (reels)   .  . 
Microprints  (boxes) 
Aperture  cards  .  .  .  . 


6,615 

8,016 

8,437 

577 

577 

588 

218,958 

225,238 

234,246 

18,586 

19,561 

19,035 

14,884 

14,884 

14,884 

2,130 

2,430 

2,430 

430,426* 

494,615 

494,615 

138,040* 

138,065 

138,065 

58,399 

59,254 

59,254 

178 

178 

178 

11,861 

11,861 

11,861 

372,448 

422,286 

492,932 

84,293 

87,852 

93,152 

4,512 

4,800 

4,992 

21,669 

26,861 

32,028 

Table  3.     Cataloging  Statistics 


Fiscal 
1977 


Fiscal 
1978 


Fiscal 
1979 


Volumes  processed .... 
New  Titles  cataloged  .  . 

Original  cataloging  . 

NUC  cataloging  .... 

LC  cataloging 

Rare  book  cataloging 

Films 

Recordings 

Cassettes 

Sound  Archives 


211,403 

245,341 

196,342 

71,110 

55,793 

54,069 

15,581 

8,288 

10,794 

14,151 

5,044 

9,637 

53,783 

35,208 

32,165 

598 

1,900 

688 

224 

419 

421 

6,198 

7,485 

828 

1,848 

975 

382 
9,055 

Table  4. 

Binding 

Fiscal 
1977 

Fiscal 
1978 

Fiscal 
1979 

Volumes  bound  .... 

61,000 

63,700 

55  027 

*  Amended  totals. 
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